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RE: DIVERSIONS OF BEAVER RIVER

Lad i es and Gentl emen :

We received this date your letter requesting our attention to divers'ions of waterto the "Manmouth Water District". I believe that your reference is 1ike1yjntended to specify the "Mammoth Canal & Irrigation Company", one of the primary
water users on the Beaver River.

In reviewing your letter, I would concede that you are correct in your statements
regarding the 32 CFS flow right decreed to the Mammoth Canal. Also, your
calculations of flow are essentially correct. It must be stated however, lhat
thg v_e1oc'ity component (5.7 feet per second) j s a cr j t j cal part of thi s
calculatjon and is not eas'ily measured. Use of a "floating chipi'to estimate
this va'l_ue gives a notorjously high value and js not geneially'considered an
acceptabl e method.

Having addressed that issue, let me briefly describe the mannerin whjch the
waters of the Beaver River are distributed. Mr. Ronnie Roberts serves as the
Distributjon Commissioner for thjs rjver. 0n a frequent basis, Mr. Roberts
travels to a USGS gauging statjon jn the mouth of Beaver Canyon and takes a
readjng of the flow in the rjver. Mr. Roberts then distributes lfrat ftow to the
vanious users wi!h rights to that water according to court decreed delivery
schedules. At the uppermost point of djversion, there are actually severai
primary users whose rights are d'iverted at a common point, jncluding tfie Mammoth
Canal, the Kent's Lake Company, the Second South Bench Company, the-Second North
East Bench Company, the l^lillis Company, Beaver City, and some private parties.
Except in the case of unusually high flows in the river, the exist'ing water
rights can only be satisfied by diversion of the entjre flow of the river.

We are sympat_hetic to your concerns regarding the potential loss of vegetation
in the natural channel and fire hazard existing during dry periods. Howe-ver, ouroffjce has no authority to require maintenance of any mi-nimum instream flows.
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